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Molly Gareisõ 1 Day 2õs 
 

     We have had a wonderful 
start to the school year in the 1-Day AM 2õs!  
The children are adjusting nicely to our   
routines and learning that it is okay to be 
away from Mom for a short while.   It is such 
a wonderful and powerful lesson to learn 
that Mom ALWAYS comes back!  I can see 
their confidence growing already. 
     Farm animals, apples, spiders, and     
pumpkins have been lots of fun!  We have 
painted muddy pigs, made cotton ball sheep 
that stand on clothespin legs, printed with 
apples and pumpkins, made handprint spi-
ders,    created paper plate Jack- O- Lanterns, 
and made festive, feathery Halloween masks.  
We have read stories, sung songs, crawled 
like worms through an òappleó tunnel, 
woven a spider web out of yarn onto a cork-
board, and even attempted to make apple-
sauce.  And of course, weõve been painting at 
the easel.  I have to chuckle when I watch the 
children at the easel because they are far 
more interested in painting the back cover 
paper or the easel itself than any paper cut-
outs I hang!  Most of the fun comes from 
having that big paintbrush loaded with   
dripping paint in our very own handsétrue 
power!! 
     Please join me in welcoming William and 
Mary student Andy Hickman to our class.  

Andy is a student in the SHARPE (service 
learning) program and will be working with 
us for the entire school year.   As many of 
you already know, Andy is absolutely    
wonderful with the children who are already 
crazy about him.  We are lucky to have 
Andy with us! 
     As we peer into the coming weeks, we will 
be busily preparing for the holidays.  After 
our class Halloween celebration, we will be 
looking towards Thanksgiving time filled 
turkeys, thanks, and lots of colorful fall 
leaves.  Then, as we make our way into the 
winter holidays, we will take time to make 
special gifts for our families.  Please plan to 
join us for our Holiday Open House on   
Friday, December 18. 
     It has been a true pleasure getting to 
know all of you and your children.  You are 
a wonderful group of parents to work with 
and you make my job so enjoyable and    
rewarding.  You have precious children and I 
look forward to our Friday mornings        
together.  Thanks for a great start and the 

promise of a creative and 
fun- filled year!  
 

Heather Seltzerõs  
2 Day 2õs 

The two year olds are off to 
a great start!  The children 

are making new friends and exploring the  
Co- Op environment.  We are learning to 
cooperatively play with others, share, and 
compromise.  We work hard on using gentle  



 

Co-Op Capers 2 November 2009 

touches and using words to express our feel-
ings.   
     The children began the year learning 
about farms and animals that live on the 
farm.  We sang silly songs and practiced 
making animal sounds.  Then we focused on 
the apples that grow at farms.  We painted 
with various apple parts, maneuvered small 
plastic worms through apples and of course 
took a taste test!   
     When October arrived we started our Fall 
activities.  Pumpkins were our new focus.  
We painted, decorated and counted     
pumpkins.  The children also got to explore 
the inside of a pumpkin.  Some of them    
enjoyed the slimy feel, while others hesitated 
to get dirty. Our attention then shifted to 
spiders.  We sang and perfected the hand 
motions for the Itsy Bitsy Spider, and made 
handprint spiders as keepsakes. One of our 
favorite crafts was using a marble dipped in 
paint to create spider webs. The week of   
Halloween was spent making crafts,            
exploring pumpkins in different ways and 
celebrating the season. All of these activities 
have strengthened the childrenõs fine motor, 
verbal and interpersonal skills.   
     Our class favorites are the play dough   
table, train table, cars and trucks, and the 
kitchen play area.  We also love getting 
messy with finger paints and the                
manipulative table in the playroom.  We are 
learning through play, every day! 

 
Sue Bartonõs 2 day 3õs 

 
     Itõs hard to believe that 
November is here already!  
What fun we had while 
trick or treating our way 

through Colony Square Shopping Center.  
Your children were troupers as we paused for 
numerous photo opportunities and walked 
the entire length of the shopping center --  
twice. 
     With the excitement of Halloween       
behind us, Thanksgiving and Winter Break 
are just around the corner.  As we begin this 
new month, the class is settling in nicely to 
our afternoon routines.  They are far better 
at walking in a line from the playground 
than they were just a few short weeks ago.  
We are focusing on recognizing their own 
nametags when they enter the classroom and 
identifying classmates by name.  During free 
play they are learning how to solve conflicts 
and develop friendships.  Most are even    
willing to create a craft or two each day.   
They seem to enjoy finger plays and songs, 
and these activities provide a perfect òhookó 
for wandering attention spans.   At story 
time, our goal is to have them sit and listen 
to the book. 
     On Thursday, Nov. 12, we will have     
Parent- Teacher conferences.  Because this is 
an early dismissal day for elementary school 
students, I will schedule our conferences in 
the morning from 9:30 AM until 12:00 
NOON.   This is a change from what was 
stated in last weekõs newsletter.  I look      
forward to meeting with each of you.  Please 
remember that this is a time for us to discuss 
your child.  Itõs best, therefore, to make    
arrangements for a friend or family member 
to watch your child while we meet.   To 
make it easier, parents with back- to back 
conferences oftentimes swap childcare in the 
playroom or on the playground. 
     Donõt forget to line up your babysitter 
for November 21st.  The Co- op Auction will 



 

Co-Op Capers 3 November 2009 

be an evening of adult fun and camaraderie.  
Come and get a head start on holiday    
shopping.  There should be things for every 
person on your list.  We will soon create our 
class craft, and Iõm sure itõs a treasure you 
and your child will want to own.  Bring those 
checkbooks and credit cards, and join in the 
bidding fun! 
     Thank you for sharing your children with 
me on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  I look     
forward to watching their continued growth 
in the months ahead.  Love from Mrs. Barton 

 
Martie Severinõs 
2 Day AM 3õs 

 
     You can all be very 
proud of your children and 

the transitions they have made into          
preschool.  Thank you to all the families for 
your efforts in helping your children take 
this big step.  I know many families are     
getting together during the weekly play 
dates and trips outside of school.  This is 
helping the children get to know each other 
and friendships are developing.  Learning to 
be together in a group, sitting and focusing 
attention during group or circle time, and 
solving problems- usually about sharing of 
toys are the main skills we are working on 
and will continue to encourage throughout 
the year.    
     One rainy day, we took a ride up to the 
churchõs fellowship hall in the elevator and 
got out the parachute.  Using the parachute 
is a group effort and required working      
together which the children did very well.    
     The children are getting to experience the 
fall season and all the changes and beauty 
through art projects, songs, stories, and   

sensory experiences.  The sensory table in the 
playroom changes weekly with leaves and 
lizards, beans, and one of the  favorites-
multicolored pom- poms, cups and salad 
tongs for picking up the pom- poms.  The 
children have also dug for acorns, fished for 
spiders and a real favorite-  hammered nails 
into pumpkins.  These experiences are fun 
and great for eye- hand coordination. 
     November and December will bring   
holidays that are exciting and busy for     
children and their families.  Co- op will be 
filled with the smell of baking gingerbread.  
Art projects will include decorations that will 
remain special keepsakes on your tree for 
many years.  Donõt forget to mark Dec. 17th 
on your calendars which is the date of our 
Holiday Open House. 
     Take time to enjoy these special holidays 
and celebrations.  Create traditions with your 
children.  The memories will last long after 
they are grown.  Best wishes for safe and 
happy holidays!    
 
Diane Leeõs 3 Day 3õs 

 
     What a busy group of 
creative, intelligent, and 
loving children we have in 
our classroom!  It has been such a pleasure to 
work with this group!  We have settled into a 
comfortable morning routine, and I love it 
when the kids actually can tell me what we 
do next and remind me when I have          
forgotten somethingé  òMrs. Lee, at clean 
up time, donõt I get to ring that bell?ó  
Friendships are forming, and children are 
really playing together now instead of just 
playing side by side.  We are learning how to 
solve those naturally arising conflicts by    
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using our words, and itõs heartening to see 
the progress we have made in just a few short 
months. 
     Our circle times are lots of fun and in the  
weeks that we have been together I have 
been able to extend our time in circle and try 
more activities.  I love to watch the childrenõs 
faces light up when they see the crafts of the 
day, or listen to a story!  Our movement 
time for songs or finger plays is also very  
exciting.  òLittle Arabella Milleró continues 
to be a favorite, but our many Halloween 
songs were also very popular!  Iõm amazed at 
how quickly we are picking up new songs! 
     In the 3õs class, we build childrenõs   
awareness of their surroundings by focusing 
on our seasons and holidays.  We have      
explored and learned all about apples and 
caterpillars, spiders and pumpkins, and      
autumn.  It is a pleasure to see and marvel at 
the worldõs natural beauty through the eyes 
of a 3 year old.  The excitement in our class 
was palatable the day the first butterfly came 
out of its chrysalis, the day we turned our 
apples into applesauce, the day we painted 
with sticks, the day we made fall                
arrangements, and the day we paraded      
together in our Halloween costumes!     
     In November, we will continue to        
observe the seasons and holidays with 
themes such as leaves, Native Americans, 
turkeys, and Thanksgiving.  Our holiday 
open house will be December 18, so be sure 
to mark your calendar for this special event!   
     Thank you for sharing your precious   
children with me.  I appreciate your patience 
and sense of humor in the classroom.   I have 
so enjoyed working along side each of you.   
 
 

Lisa Oldsõ 3 day 3õs 
 
What a great start of the 
school year weõve had!  Itõs 
hard to believe weõre gearing 
up for Thanksgiving activities 
already.  

     The children have already demonstrated 
their unique interests inside the classroom, 
with large groups splitting their time         
between the blocks and cars and the dress- up 
and housekeeping areas.  Weõve also seen 
some interesting art expressions at the easel 
and play- dough table.   
     September was a busy and productive 
month.  We learned about each other and 
spent a great few weeks settling into a     
comfortable routine. We learned about the 
ocean, construction and transportation,   
capping off the month with a great field trip 
to the Williamsburg airport.   
     October had the students setting their 
sights on the changing weather, with autumn 
and Halloween setting the stage for some 
interesting activities.  Bats, pumpkins, cats 
and owls found their way into our art      
projects as well.  Our trip to Pumpkinville 
was a lot of fun for everyone.  Finally, the 
Halloween costume parade to the Fresh 
Market shopping area was a great success.  
Thank you to all the family members who 
joined us on the parade or handed out 
goodies along our route. We couldnõt have 
had such a successful parade without you! 
     I want to thank all the parents for         
allowing me to spend a few precious hours 
with their children every week.  Iõve truly 
loved getting to know each child and the 
special attributes that they all bring to our 
class.  I also want to thank the parents for 
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their hard work and dedication to our class. 
Iõve enjoyed getting to know all of you and 
look forward to a great year together.  
      -- All my best, Lisa 
 

 
Lori Wrightõs 3 Day 4õs 

 
     I canõt believe Halloween 
has come and gone!  The 
children in my class are   

starting to ògeló more and more each day.  
Old friendships are tight, but new ones are 
beginning to grow each week!  The children 
are enjoying all areas of the classroom.  
Lovely òmommiesó take care of their babies 
in housekeeping while wonderful garages and 
buildings are created in the block area.      
Delicious cookies and cakes are made daily at 
the play dough table.  Circle time is always 
lively with four year olds. This group loves to 
talk and participate! 
     Beautiful weather accompanied us on our 
trip to the Williamsburg- JCC Airport in  
September.  We had the privilege of sitting in 
the pilotõs seat in a small airplane while 
learning about various gauges on the        
instrument panel.  Several planes landed and 
took off which added to our excitement 
during the trip. 
     October brought us Halloween projects, 
songs, and a fun- filled trip to Pumpkinville.  
The children had a great time picking out 
their own pumpkin and gourd, walked 
through the huge cornstalk maze, and   
thoroughly enjoyed the hayride!  The 
weather was rain- free for our Halloween   
parade at the Colony Square Shopping    
Center.  The children looked absolutely   
precious in their Halloween costumes.  It is 

one of my most favorite days to take       
pictures!  
     November brings cooler weather,        
discussion of Powhatan and Early Settler life, 
Thanksgiving projects, and fun turkey songs 
to sing at circle time.  Our field trip to 
Jamestown is always interesting and          
informative.  I am amazed at how much 
these four year olds absorb during our trip! 
Our class could not function without your 
support, teamwork, humor (which is so   
necessary when working with preschoolers!), 
and kindness towards the children and I.  
Thank you for letting me work with your 
beautiful children this year!  Love, Lori 

 
Emma McMillanõs      
4 day 4 & 5õs 

 
     The four- day fours 
and fives and their 
parents have adjusted 
nicely to a new schedule, new room, new 
songs, new rules, and new teacher!  The 
friendships, old and new, developed quickly 
and the four days made it easy to become 
very comfortable at Co- op!  September was 
spent talking about ourselves and our     
families, including our pets!  Our well-
behaved pets visited Co- op and we visited 
the Vet to see how our pets are taken care of. 
     We jumped into fall with talk of leaves, 
popcorn, and pumpkins!  Our field trips to 
Massieõs Construction and Pumpkinville were 
lots of fun! 
     November brings an election for moms 
and dads, as well as the favorite care bear 
election in our class.  The kids will listen to 
campaign speeches and talk to the two 
candidatesΆΆGRUMPY and FUNSHINE bear!  
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CO-OP CALENDAR 
 

11/2 (M)      November Tuition payment due 

11/12-13 (R,F)      NO SCHOOLτParent-¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΤ !a нΩǎ will meet 

11/21 (Sa)             Co-op Auction ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ с ta 

11/25-27 (W-F)    NO SCHOOLτThanksgiving Vacation 

12/1 (T)      December Tuition payment due 

12/17 (R)      Holiday Open House:  4-Řŀȅ пΩǎΤ н-Řŀȅ  !a оΩǎΤ н-Řŀȅ ta оΩǎΤ ta нΩǎ 

12/18 (F)      Holiday Open House:  1-Řŀȅ нΩǎΤ о-Řŀȅ оΩǎΣ ōƻǘƘ о-Řŀȅ пΩǎ 

12/21-1/3 (M-Su)     NO SCHOOLτWinter Vacation 

Who will win this year?  We will be going to 
Jamestown and we will visit our friend Max 
at the spinners and weavers in Colonial    
Williamsburg. We will share our snack with 
the three day threes class, which will be a  
highlight of the month and will begin the 
anticipated holiday season.  

     December finds us using our senses for all 
the exciting experiences of the holiday     
season!  We will celebrate Hanukkah and end 
with our annual òFIESTAó on December 17. 
     Thanks to all you wonderful parents for 
sharing your children with me and for    
making us the CO- OP!  FOUR DAY FOURS 
AND FIVES ARE FANTASTIC!!! 

What key has legs but cannot open doors?  A turkey!  
 
 
Why do turkeys always go 
þgobble, gobble?ÿ  Because they 
never learned good table man-
ners! 
 
 
Why did the turkey cross the road?  
It was the chickenüs day off! 
 




